What is a BPZ, and why does it matter?

A Branch Protection Zone (BPZ) is the combination of a branch bark ridge and a branch collar.
It is the only place where a pruning wound is chemically defended against decay, while being physically sealed uniformly and completely.

There are three types of cuts. Two are commonly employed in “trimming’ only one should be employed in proper pruning.

1) Heading Cut (Stub) - No effort is made to identify or employ a BPZ.
Ethical arborists know these cuts are very harmful.

2) Reduction Cut - While the area where a secondary lateral exits a
primary lateral is often confused with a BPZ, these unions possess similar
(but fully inadequate) properties to chemically defend and physically
seal a pruning wound. We wish they worked. Our competitors pretend
they do (at your expense).

1) Heading Cut

3) Remowal Cut - Removing an entire lateral to, but not into, the BPZ
imitates and improves on nature's own method of shedding parts.The
Bark Inclusion BPZ is activated, decay is greatly reduced.These cuts are always more
invasive, but they work.

4) Remowal Cut on a Co-Dominant Stem With Included Bark (CDSWIB).
4) CDSWIB This is the most common defect in urban trees. In this union, the wood
from two leaders meets and rolls inward with bark squeezed against
Branch Bark Ridge  bark.There is no connection between the stems. They are not going to
/'- split. They are already split.This defect must be removed before it fails.
3) Removal This is where it gets complicated. Since this narrow union lacks a BPZ,
\ there will be poor chemical defense and physical sealing of this wound.
The defect that most requires correction responds the most poorly to

k that correction.
Branch Collar . AP . . .
Delaying a proper cut because it is invasive, ensures that a more invasive

cut is made later. The same exact cut that should have been made 5 years
ago, better get made today, or it will certainly be made 5 years later.
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2) Reduction Cut

Not a BPZ! (Proper)
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