BRADFORD PEAR WILL DISAPPOINT YOU
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There are several cultivars of the ornamental Callery pears
SCO I I CABLSON of the genus Pyrus. Most of them have thick, shiny leaves

Eﬂwm and a beautiful spring display of snow-like flowers.
Unfortunately, most have somewhat brittle wood. While

W there are several cultivars that have decent structure and

tend to stay together in high winds and snow load, the

most popular one - the beautiful P. Callery "bradford" is not one of them. They are loaded with
a common defect - co-dominant stems with included bark. This tree was developed and released

by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1960. Leave it to government to make a tree that
doesn't work.

Unlike a strong union where a lateral is attached at a wide "U" shaped angle to a larger leader
with a branch bark ridge and a branch collar, this defect is two leaders of similar size attached at
a narrow "V" shaped union. Instead of the wood of both parts meeting and rolling outward
forming a branch bark ridge, the two parts meet and roll inward forming a bark inclusion. This
prevents any attachment to each other. These common defects are a recipe for failure. The
larger the leaders become the weaker their connection.

It is not a matter of if, but when, this defect will allow the tree to split. Often unsuspecting
homeowners will blame lightning for the failure. This is partially due to the newly exposed dark
wood that was sandwiched between the two leaders. It sometimes appears as if it were charred
by fire. In reality it is dark because it is rotted due to prolonged moisture and darkness.

Bradford pears can be correctively pruned to good structure. If done early this pruning is very
invasive, often removing more than half the tree. If addressed later in life it is so disfiguring that
it is usually not warranted. Your money and effort are better spent on a new tree that will not
disappoint you later. Simply remove it and start over with a tree that will last longer.

As if these were not reasons enough to avoid this tree, it is also very invasive. A nasty, thorny
mutant version of this plant has “escaped” and is becoming naturalized all over the country. lItis
displacing native plants and just being a nuisance.



Scott Carlson Tree Consulting
Rarely the cheapest. Always the best value.

563-949-2521 www.scottcarlsonarborist.com
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