DETERMINATE GROWTH

VIEWED FROM ABOVE

10

YEARS OF GROWTH

Spruces, pines, and most conifers have a determinate growth pattern. This means in the spring they "pop” a
candle that grows quickly to it's full length then stops growing for the rest of the year. The length of the candle
indicates how good last year was. No matter how good this year gets, the candle cannot grow anymore. Once
a leader accumulates 2-10 (species dependant) years worth of growth, each year a new candle emerges and
an old one is shed. A mature lateral is devoid of foliage on it's interior. This is normal.

For this reason (and many others) no lateral can be shortened. It is simple math. If you remove the 3 newest
years worth of growth this year, you still lose the old one. The tip cannot regrow normally and the dead continues
it's steady advance toward the tip. Soon it is a dead stub. A lateral's length must be retained entirely or removed

entirely. Shortening doesn't work
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