Reduction cuts don’t work... even though we really, really,

really, wish they did...
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Reducing the length of a
lateral that conflicts, is
known as a reduction cut.
It doesn’t work. It is much
like a dentist shortening a
tooth. Despite aesthetics or
convenience, laterals (like
teeth) must be removed
entirely to a precise point.
This point is made up of the
Branch Bark Ridge and the
Branch Collar, together
known as the Branch
Protection Zone (BPZ).
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All annual rings present at
time of wounding are now
absent (or soon will be).This
decay extends in beyond the,
now disabled, BPZ and
enters the leader.Similarly, a
broken tooth decays and
introduces poison into the
blood system.Vigorous, large
water sprouts (aka suckers)
grow directly into the old
(and new) areas of conflict,
weakly attached only to the
single annual ring that grows
after wounding.

Conflict resolved,
but at what expense?

The dysfunctional lateral has
now failed... but not before
doing irreparable harm to the
rest of the tree and remaining a
greater conflict than the one
originally addressed.The
lateral, like the tooth, has now
become a hazard,and must be
removed at great expense and
discomfort. Efforts to preserve
part of a large lateral because
its entire removal would be
invasive, ensure that you will
remove it later when it is even
larger and more invasive.
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